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City enacts smoking ban, Armstrong may follow suit
SGA, Faculty Senate explore
limiting on-campus smoking
By Angela Kaiser

Smokers beware. Not only
has the City of S avannah ex
panded its smoking prohibi
tion zones to include all public
places and workplaces, the uni
versity could follow the City's
example in the not-so-distant
future.
Last fall, both the Student
Government Association and
the FacultySenate tooksteps to
move the university toward be
coming a more limited, smokefree campus. Both approved
resolutions citing the harmful
effects of primary and secondaiy tobaccosmoke.
Although neither measure
has changed anything on cam
pus yet, the process has start
ed.

Tour Armstrong from
your chair: part two of
our series focusing the
university's rebranding

time health care professional,
Crosby said he is fully aware
of the known health risks of
primary and secondary expo
sure to tobacco smoke to all
people, especially those who
have health issues and are
asthmatic.
"I know at least a half dozen
asthmatic individuals on cam
pus ... they are the most vul
nerable," he said."I would hate
to see one of them go into pul
monary arrest because of an
asthmatic attack." .
Although the professor's
long-term goals are for a com
pletely smoke-free campus, he
realizes that he may have to
make some concessions.
"I personally would like n o
body to smoke, but I realize
that is not realistic. However,
nonsmokers should not be ex
posed to second-hand smoke,"
Crosby said. He also said, "I'm
perfectly okay with going for
the short-term" about desig
nated smoking areas on cam
pus.
Which is exactly what Zerick
Samples, SGA president, also
wants to see happen.
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However, Samples said noth
The City of Saannah's new Smokefree Air Ordinance
ing happened with the discus
sions.
of 2010 prohibits smoking in the following locations:
"There was always a problem
• all enclosed public places within city limits
with enforcement," he said.
"Who would enforce it?"
• all enclosed employment places (with a few
Despite any potential prob
exceptions)
Proposing change
lems the student representative
• Joey Crosby, a professor in
might face, the group decided
• any place where a no-smoking sign is posted
the Health Sciences Depart
to approve a resolution. Un
ment, saidhe remembers when
like Crosby's vision for the uni
his wife attended the college
versity, however, Samples and
The types of smoking prohibited include:
back in the1980s, whenprofes
his colleagues felt it was more
• cigarettes
sors smoked in the buildings.
"suitable" to limit smoking to
"We've come a long way since
designated areas on campus.
• cigars
then," Crosby said.
"A majority of my father's
• pipes
But not far enough as far as
family are smokers," Samples
Designated smoking areas
he is concerned. Last October,
said. "So it is in my heart to say
• e-cigarettes
Samples, a health science that we are not trying to make
he presented the Faculty Sen
• water pipes
ate with a proposal to take fur major, said that Student Activi it a smoke-free campus, but a
steps.
ties
Director
A1
Harris,
the
SGA
ther
selective smoking area cam
"Originally, in my mind, I adviser, told him that in recent pus."
Violation penalties up to $100
had hoped to makethe campus years other SGA members had
He further stated that it was
completely 100 percent smoke also discussed the possibility of important to say that the SGA
regulating where individuals
free," Crosby said.
As a professor and a part- can smoke oncampus.
SMOKEj P AGE 8

Doctoral candidate reaches higher SGA inducts new senators,
expresses concern over
Armstrong student takes know-how national
Inkwell hiring policies
By Brittany Doctor

Daniel Dale's peers have
described him as driven and
passionate. It is that same
passion and drive that has
earned Dale the position of
president of the American
Physical Therapy Associa
tion's student assembly.
Now in his last semester of
Armstrong's physical therapy
doctorate program, Dale was
one of th ree candidates cho
sen by a nominating commit
tee.
Dale said the goals of APTA,
a roughly 18,000-member
organization with chapters
for both students and profes
sionals, are protecting and
promoting the practice of
physical therapy.
"It's an advocate for mem
bers as well as ensures that
patients get the best care in
the best manner possible, he
said. "It enhances the health
care that patients receive."
In May, Dale will be part
of the first graduating class
°f Armstrong's physical
therapy doctorate program.
The Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools in 2009
approved Armstrong to grant
a doctorate of physical thera
py degree.
Last year was the first year
students were able to take
doctoral courses solely at
Armstrong. Before, the pro
gram was offered via a consortium with the Medical

ulty," he said.
Lake agrees with the im
portance of Dale's new role.
"It puts [Armstrong's phys
ical therapy program] on the
national scene," he said.
"I'd hope it brings more at
tention to our student body
and shows how amazing our
faculty members are," Dale
said, adding that Armstrong's
physical therapy program is
one of the best in the state
due to a small student-tofaculty ratio with no more
than 20 students per class.
"Students get one-on-one
Courtesy Daniel Dale
attention from faculty," he
College of Georgia and North said. "Theyget to really know
Georgia College and State each other."
University.
Dale said the classes are
Interim Physical Therapy unique because they con
Department Head David sist of "m ore than just book
Lake said Armstrong's doc learning and studying" and
toral program is very com that there is a more handspetitive.
on approach to teaching and
"The average entering GPA learning.
is a 3.5 for scientific courses
One example is that stu
and overall," he said.
dents simulate a clinic in
To get into the program, class. According to Lake,
students must take a gradu first-year students pose as
ate record exam and, while in therapists and second-year
the courses for the program, students as patients.
The third year is when stu
take written and practical
exams to prepare them for dents go into their clinical
the national board exam they practice in an actual clinic.
By t his time, students have
must take after graduation.
Dale believes that his being learned the basics of physical
elected president of APTA's therapy and have used that
student assembly gives the information in what Lake
physical therapy program called a "lifespan" approach
recognition at the national to the discipline, charting
from birth to old age.
level.
"It also shows that we have
an outstanding group of fac
DALEI P AGE 2

Check Inside

By Brad Curran

The Student Government
Association held their first
meeting of the spring se
mester Jan. to. Among the
business of the day was the
induction of t hree new sen
ators: Kenneth Pinion, Takiya Grant and Sherronda
Griffin.
"I'd been wanting to be
involved in the student gov
ernment and representing
the student body, so I ap
plied back in September,"
Pinion said. "Last night, I
got a message to appear in
the meeting today to be in
ducted."
The SGA also bid fare
well to two senators during
the meeting. Eric Koonce
and Chelsea Jackson both
stepped down due to their
academic responsibilities.
"This is my senior year,
and I'm-starting an intern
ship this semester, so that
would interfere with my
ability to serve as a sena
tor," Jackson said.
Also during the meeting,
Senator Whitney Maxwell
expressed concern over a
recent e-mail sent out to the
student body by The Inkwell
concerning open positions.
Specifically, Maxwell took
issue with the provision
that students involved with
student government are not
eligible for said positions.
"I feel that it's wrong to

bar any tuition-paying stu
dent from being a part of
The Inkwell staff, since no
member of The Inkwell is
barred from serving in the
SGA."
Director of Student Ac
tivities A1 H arris explained
that the barring of SGA
members from employment
on The Inkwell's staff was
due to an effort to avoid a
conflict of interest.
"The Inkwell generally
tries to avoid appearing to
have a conflict of interest or
showing bias to any particu
lar organization," he said.
Editor's note: It is against
The Inkwell's policy to em
ploy active members of the
Student Government Asso
ciation or to allow any staff
member of The Inkwell to
participate in the SGA or
hold leadership positions
in any campus organiza
tion that might be featured
in stories The Inkwell pub
lishes.
This policy is in place to
ensure unbiased reporting.
While The Inkwell bars
SGA members from holding
any reporting, editorial or
management position with
in our organization, they
are always welcome to sub
mit opinion-based pieces to
appear in our opinion/edi
torial section.

lives up to the hype
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Campus Briefs
Common Read kicks off
Film Series

The First-Year Experience
Program will host a screening
of "America Beyond the Color
Line"at6p.m.Jan. 13 in
Windward Commons. The 2004
film, which is being screened
in commemoration of Martin
Luther King Jr. Day, follows
scholar Henry Louis Gates Jr.
as he travels across the United
States to examine issues facing
African-American communities.
Refreshments will be provided to
those attending the event, and
First-Year Experience will host a
group discussion following the
film.
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

No classes will b e held
on Monday, Ian. 17, in
observation of Martin Luther
King Jr. Day.
Strut your stuff

The Campus Union Board hosts
the first O pen Mic Night of the
semester at 8 p.m. on Jan. 17
in the Savannah Ballroom on
the second floor of the Student
Union.
Arts abound at Armstrong

The Department of Art, Music, and
Theatre is ringing in the new year
with a burst of events on campus.
The Fine Arts Gallery is featuring ,
'Things I Saw While Walking
Around,"a collection of work by
Vancouver-based photographer
Jim Roche, nowthrough Jan. 27.
The exhibit showcases images
Roche captured last summer while
traveling across the west coasts of
Canada and the United States.
The gallery is located in the Fine
Arts Hall and is open weekdays from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Pianist Kelli Horton takes the Fine
Arts stage on Jan. 15 for a chamber
recital spotlighting music by Ludwig
van Beethoven, Robert Schumann
and several other famed composers.
The free recital will begin at 7:30
p.m. For more information, call
912-344-2801 from noon to 3 p.m.
weekdays.
Time is running out to sign up
for PianoFest 2011. The February
event includes a performance
by pianist David Oliver, as well
as competitions, workshops and
scholarship opportunities. To
register, visit the AMT homepage
on the university website, select the
PianoFest link and complete the
application by Jan. 15.
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Jan. 14: Campus Union Board will hold a meeting at noon in
Savannah Ballroom A.
Jan. 17: The Student Government Association will hold a meeting
at noon in Savannah Ballroom A.

NEWS
Armstrong's new virtual
tour, launched December
2010, has brought in a sig
nificant amount of traffic,
according to recent statistics.
Part of the rebranding pro
cess that started in Septem
ber, the university has part
nered with YourCampus36o
to provide a walking tour of
campus without the walking.
Since its launch, the tour
has received nearly 3,000
different visitors, said Mar
keting Director Brenda Forbis. Of those visitors, more
than too have requested in
formation, scheduled visits,
or submitted online appli
cations. These visitors haw
been diverse, a key goal of
the university's rebranding
campaign, from 31 different
countries and 45 states.
"The virtual tour appeals to
students' love of technology,"
Forbis said. "It's an interac
tive experience that provides
a look into Armstrong's facili
ties and our personality, con
necting with students early
in the recruitment process."
The virtual tour was de
signed to closely resemble
an actual physical tour of the
campus, said Marketing Spe
cialist Carly Hallman.

DALE | FROM PAGE 1
Lake said that when he
taught Dale he noticed how
involved he was in his classes
as well asin campus life. Dale
organized fundraising events
for the physical therapy club
on campus and was also an
officer of the club. At one

"We got in a golf c art with
admissions and went where
they go," Hallman said. "Ob
viously the sights and smells
and personal, face-to-face in
teractions — which is price
less really — you're not going
to get, but it might serve as a
stepping stone."
Hallman said that while a
physical visit of the campus
would be ideal, potential stu
dents are not always ready to

to stay with that," she said.
"Armstrong has changed so
much. It is not the same Arm
strong Atlantic State Univer
sity that I once knew. We're
not someone to be stepped
over; we're a significant aca
demic institution."
The virtual tour empha
sizes Armstrong's beauty and
history as well as its location,
boasting of a 20-minute drive
to Tybee Island — a claim
even Hallman
called debat
able.
"You ca n say
longer, or you
can say short-

"We're not someone
to be stepped over;
we're a significant
er>" "allman
academic institution." said.
It s just

very attentive."
Kaitlen Fulp, one of Da le's
graduate peers, said that she
was excited when she heard
of Dale's new position.
"He's always represented
himself well and is now rep
resenting all PT students
across the nation," she said.
Fulp said Dale being presi

ask

Reported by

Andrea Cervone
photo.inkwell@gmaiI.com

"What did you do over the holiday break?

gion and the unique opportu
nities that we provide to our
students."
In the future, the Arm
strong community should
expect an increased number
of st udents from outside the
surrounding counties, Forbis
said. Advertising has been
targeting Augusta and At
lanta specifically, and Forbis
said website traffic shows a
growing interest from those
areas, as well as others.
Forbis recommends stu
dents also anticipate more
learning and service that
focuses on connecting Arm
strong to Savannah and takes
advantage of its location and
eoastal environment.
"Our location near Savan
nah and the beach, our new
housing for freshman and
our academic reputation are
very attractive to students
across the state, country and
the world," Forbis said.

quired to travel
to the campus,
especially outof-state
stu
dents.
"This bridges
that gap," Hallman said. "It kind of, we're a school by the
allows them to get more com beach."
Forbis said the rebranding
fortable with Armstrong from
their own homes — their own has already produced chang
es in materials, awareness
computers."
The new tour plays a key and increased website traf
role in Armstrong's new mar fic. Students can see these
keting campaign. Other than changes in merchandise sold
This is the second story in
the large amount of increased at the bookstore, letterheads
a
series on Armstrong's re
website hits its providing, it and website graphics.
branding
efforts. The first
"We have had so much pos
also shows the university to
•story,
which
focused on the
be up-to-date, according to itive feedback from members
university
marketing
itself
in the community, our alum
Hallman.
as
"Armstrong"
instead
of
"As far as branding, the ni, faculty and staff," Forbis
"AASU,"
was
published
Nov.
virtual tour maintains the said. "People are pleased to
consistency of the new brand, be reminded of A rmstrong's 4, 2010.
which is important because historically strong connec
we're trying to get everything tion to our city and our re-

point, Lake said, Dale helped
organize a wheelchair wash
during Armstrong's Treasure
Savannah: Day of Service last
semester even though he was
not able to attend. He also
organized the club's first 5k
run.
"He always brought good
ideas," Lake said. "He was

we

you think.

Voices|on Campus

New virtual tour increases website traffic
By Joselynn McKenna

Where
I you what

dent of a national student
organization will help him to
better understand the profes
sion. She also believes Dale
will co ntinue to be an advo
cate for physical therapy and
a leader in his environment
— not to mention — l ook
good on his resume in his job
search.

"I really did nothing over break. I "I hung out with my family and just
was just a bum to be honest."
chilled. I didn't really do a lot.
Tyler Polwort, economics
Jason Larson, undecided
Junior
Sophomore

"Over winter break I went to
Alabama to visit family, and
that sucked ."
JermaineSiler, theatre,
Junior

"I would appreciate any
thing that came from it,"
Dale said.
Already, he said, being in
a leadership position has be
gun to open doors for him
through networking. Still,
though, Dale puts empha
sis on the people who have
helped get him where he is

"I went home to South Carolina and
spentthe break with my family and
friends. I spent the whole break
there."
Jessica Fay,
pre-radiological sciences,
Freshman

— the faculty of t he physical
therapy department as well
as his peers.
"I'm really thankful for
the support I've gotten from
classmates and Armstrong
faculty."

WE HAVE THE LOWEST
PRICED AASU TEXTBOOKS
AND WE PROVE IT
EVERYDAY!
We ALWAYS sell
AASU textbooks
for LESS because
we LOVE to SAVE
you MONEY!!
[We're located across the street from the AASU
campus and next door to the Huddle House.

Textbook Brokers
13015 Abercorn St. Ste D-l
Savannah GA 31419
(912) 349 - 0341

We
Accept
Financial
Aid!

Find us on Facebook @ Textbook Brokers -Armstrong Atlantic

t
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EDITORIALS
& O PINIONS

The Inkwell welcomes and invites letters to the editor. All submissions must be less than 350 words, and they must be
signed. E-mail your submission to chief.inkwell@gmail.com.
Opinions expressed in op/ed columns or in editorial cartoons do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the newspaper.
The Inkwell reserves the right to edit for grammar and spelling.

Georgia Power hungry: Energy hikes drain customers dry
The Inkwell Editorial Board

The consumer culture of
the United States stresses
progress, and the idea of
progress in America is tied
to the idea of upward move
ment — quantifiable and, in
a consumer culture, often
technological or monetary.
People expect that as more
investment is placed into a
service, the service improves
accordingly in a fashion that
directly- correlates to the
quality.
As a culture, we tend to
use comparatively prodi
gious amounts of electricity.
If y ou take a hair dryer that
you purchase in the United
States to some European
countries and switch it on,
you run the risk of blowing
a fuse.
Whether or not the U.S.
consumption of electric
power is wasteful is not the
largest issue with our obses
sive consumption. The issue
is that like it or not, we live
in a society where norma
tive functioning requires the
use of e lectricity. It's a part
of our work and our play.
This sociological need is
fulfilled in Georgia by pub
lic utility company Georgia
Power, a subsidiary of the
Southern Company.
Armstrong's
Housing
and Residence Life Office

informed The Inkwell that
roughly 1,300 students cur
rently live on campus. This
means more than 6,000
students live off campus.
Some of these students still
live with their parents, and
some of these students com
mute from South Carolina.
The rest of these students
have to face Georgia Pow
er's monthly electric bills —
which are 'about to increase
by leaps and bounds.
According to the Savannah
Morning News, the increase,
beginning
this
month,
will hit just under 2.4 mil
lion customers and for just
over an average of $14 per
month. That's an extra $160
per year by conservative es
timates. Similar conserva
tive estimates are that with
easily 2.3 million customers
in the state, as reported by
the Associated Press, that's
$32.2 million every month,
or $386.4 million per year.
After two years, the fees go
up again, this time to aver
age a projected $22 a month
for over $260 a year.
There are plenty of stu
dents who are just starting
out in apartments and rent
ed houses who are strapped
for cash, and stripping a
quarter of a grand out of a
student's budget over the
course of the year when
belts are tight and job pros

pects skimpy can negatively
impact the student's quality
of life.
Conservatively, the effort
can rake in $2.6 billion over
the next five years.
The apparent reason for
the increase is to pay for the
Georgia Power's new pet
project, the construction of
two shiny new nuclear reac
tors in Burke County, locat
ed northwest of Savannah
along the South Carolina
border.
The AP reported that the
project will hold a price tag
of ro ughly $14 billion. More
than half of the money that
they plan to use for the proj
ect is from federal loans.
The $8 billion Georgia
Power plans to take from
government loans is paired
with $6 million the com
pany is already raising from
their efforts.
This is where the issue of
progress comes in. Georgia
Power is asking for money
to fund a project that main
tains a status quo of ser vice
years before the project paid
for even exists. Georgians
pay, buying into a promise
that the service will change
in the long run.
If the Southern Company's
track record for the benefits
of service and change over
time is poor, the company's
profits have seen the real

progress over its 65-year
history. After everything
was accounted for last quar
ter, the company still had
over $800 million profit to
spare. If that number stayed
put, that would still be over
$3 billion a year. This num
ber goes up with more than
a fair amount of regular
ity: the AP reported that for
over 60 years, the Southern
Company has seen an in
crease every single quarter.
" With an annual income al
ready so large, the Southern
Company's reinvestment of
its returns in the reactors
seems like an obvious solu
tion to its so-called funding
issues. The AP reported ear
lier this month that Georgia
Power's newest president
has even rebranded the in
crease, claiming it is to pay
for new environmental poli
cies, as if the quick aboutface didn't seem suspicious.
Georgia Power is a par
ticularly golden child of the
monopoly.
Rare are the years that
Georgia Power doesn't in
crease its rates for Georgia
residents. Since it is a pub
lic utility, Georgia Power
has to go before Georgia's
Public Service Commission
to request permission for
these rate hikes. For what
ever reason, the commission
rarely turns these down. It

certainly was never unani
mous support, but often it
was enough to give Georgia
Power exactly what it want
ed.
With such a record of
clearly ignoring the wellbeing of . Georgians, it's hard
to believe that the elected
officials responsible could
be anything less than profit
motivated. But then again,
there could have been a le
gitimate reason for bending
to Georgia Power's enor
mous profit margins. Per
haps the PSC's new member
will have a less ambiguous
moral compass.
Last fall, various groups
offered up resistance, such
as AARP, which was con
cerned whether or not el
derly customers on fixed
incomes could handle the
increase. Challengers were
steamrolled.
Georgia Power is a swin
dler of the first water, con
ning the people of this state
into buying a product that
doesn't even exist yet. The
company's atrocious record
promises only more increas
es in electrical bills. While
Georgians buy ghosts of
ideas, the money they trade
for mud boosts an unending
profit return for a company
with no competition. This is
what colloquial speakers of
the English language refer

to as "the raw deal."
Capitalism only thrives
properly to the benefit of
customers when placing
companies in competition.
In the end, we pay more
money for a service that
stays essentially the same
from our point of view — the
point of view of the person
receiving the service, the
consumer.
Companies work for their
shareholders, and there is
nothing wrong with that. A
shareholder holds stock in
the company, and the com
pany is obligated to do its
best to not disappoint its
beneficent stockholders.
In an apocryphal story,
William Vanderbilt once
told an intrepid and annoy
ing reporter in Chicago, "To
hell with the public! I am
working for my stockhold
ers!"
This sentiment is expected
in the 21st century, but when
a company holds a complete
monopoly, and a firm grip
on the very state regulators
meant to oversee it, deci
sions made by Georgia Pow
er don't just work without
the input of the public, they
work against the public. As a
financially vulnerable group,
students stand to lose a lot
every time Georgia Power
comes to the Gold Dome's
doorstep to ask for more.
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The following editorial appeared in the Orlando Sentinel on Tuesday, Jan. 11:

Take the poison out of politics
Like many Americans, we
are still struggling to make
sense of this past week
end's massacre in Arizona.
U.S. Rep. Gabrielle Giffords, critically wounded,
was among 20 people shot
at a meet-and-greet with
constituents in Tucson. Six
people died, including a
federal judge and a 9-yearold girl.
From what has emerged
so far about the alleged
shooter, Jared Lee Loughner, it would be presump
tuous to pin a motive on
his actions and irrespon
sible to blame politicians,
right-wing commentators
or political movements.
The views revealed in Mr.
Loughner's online postings
are twisted and ideologi
cally incoherent.
Yet because some of Ms.
Giffords political opponents
had used overheated rheto
ric — including shooting
metaphors — to denounce
her, the Tucson rampage
has stirred a debate about
the decline of civility in
the nation's politics. There
have been numerous exam
ples in recent years of un
civil actions from Washing
ton politicians. Remember
when South Carolina Rep.

Joe Wilson shouted "You of their opponents. Former prudent for lawmakers to
lie!" during a presidential Rep. Alan Grayson, an Or let law enforcement know
address?
lando Democrat, labeled when they plan to hold pub
We welcome this debate. his Republican challenger lic events. But they should
We hope it leads politicians in last year's election, Dan not be wrapped in a secu
on both sides of the aisle, as Webster, "Taliban Dan" for rity cocoon that insulates
well as their supporters, to his socially conservative them from the public.
turn down the temperature positions. Ironically, it was
House members, with
when they take on their op Mr. Grayson, in a moving their smaller districts, are
ponents. Surely they can tribute to Ms. Giffords that supposed to be accessible to
conduct robust debates we published on Monday's the people they represent.
on issues without trashing op-ed page, who wrote Conference calls or online
each other personally or in that Ms. Giffords had been chats just don't cut it.
citing hostility from their turned into a "cartoon" by
Last week Ms. Giffords
followers.
her political opponents.
joined other lawmakers
Ms. Giffords, a thirdWhen members of Con in reading aloud the U.S.
term Democrat who repre gress tear down the char Constitution on the House
sents a swing district, was acters of their political op floor. She chose to recite
among those members of ponents, they don't just set the First Amendment,
her party considered espe an unfortunate example for which includes "the right of
cially vulnerable politically the people back home in the people peaceably to as
for supporting health-care their districts. They poison semble, and to petition the
reform. But her Republican the political atmosphere in government for a redress of
opponent last year, for ex Washington. They under grievances."
ample, invited supporters cut their ability to reach the
She was affirming this
to a campaign event where kind of bipartisan compro right for her constitu
they could "Get on Target mises that are often essen ents when she was shot. It
for Victory in November" tial to solving the nation's should not be diminished
by shooting an M16 rifle. biggest problems.
because of this horror.
Though a supporter of gun
While we hope the car
rights, Ms. Giffords was nage in Tucson leads law
rightly troubled by such makers to behave with
tactics.
greater respect and decency
There are practitioners toward their political op
of toxic politics on both ponents, we hope it doesn't
sides of the aisle — pol iti lead them to eliminate or
cians who feel the need to even cut back on face-tomix in intemperate attacks face meetings with their
when criticizing the ideas constituents. It may be
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SPORTS

Jan. 15: Women's basketball at GeorgiaCollege, 1:30 p.m.
Men's basketball at GeorgiaCollege, 3:30 p.m.
Jan. 17: Women's basketball at Montevallo, 2:30 p.m.
Men's basketball at Montevallo,4:30 p.m.
Jan. 19: Women's basketball vs. Lander, 5:30 p.m.
Men's basketball vs.Lander, 7:30 p.m.

Pirates win one, lose one in Peach Belt
doubleheader
Sports Communications

No. 22-ranked USC Aiken
collected its ninth straight
victory with a 91-61 Peach
Belt Conference women's
basketball win over visiting
Armstrong on Saturday,
Jan. 8, at the Convocation
Center in Aiken, S.C.
The Lady Pacers (14-2,
6-0 PBC) jumped out to
a quick 10-2 lead in the
game's first three minutes,
then extended that lead to
20 at halftime. USC Aiken
shot 50 percent from the
floor in the first half,
including hitting 6-of9 three-pointers, while
forcing 19 turnovers from
the Lady Pirates (6-5, 2-1
PBC).
USC Aiken hit 10 of its
first 15 shots from the floor
after intermission, building
a 74-42 lead to coast to
the 30-point victory and

hand Armstrong its first
conference loss of the 201011 season.
Senior
Arpine
Amirkhanyan led all players
with 20 points to go with
11 rebounds for a doubledouble - her sixth of the
season.
Freshman Mauri Wells
chipped in 13 points.
Kayla Harris scored 16
points off the bench. She
was the first of three USC
Aiken players to reach
double digits.
Daniela
Tarailo also came off the
bench with 15 points while
Hannah
DeGraffinreed
added 11 points.
The Lady Pacers shot
52.5 percent from the game
(32-of-6i), including 52.4
percent from three-point
range (ii-of-21) and missed
just one free throw on the
night for 94.1 percent (16of-17). Armstrong shot
48.9 percent from the floor
(23-of-47) but hit just 3-of-

12 three-pointers for 25
percent.
The men's basketball
team knocked off No. 13
USC Aiken, 88-84, in Peach
Belt Conference action on
Saturday evening.
With the win, the Pirates
(8-3, 2-1 PBC) joined the
logjam atop the PBC East
Division standings, while
USC Aiken (9-4, 3-3 PBC)
suffered its second straight
loss in conference play.
Turnovers plagued both
teams in the first half as
both the Pirates and the
Pacers each committed
12 before intermission,
but Armstrong built a 4234 halftime lead on the
strength of 60 percent
shooting from the floor (15of-25), as well as hitting
4-of-6 three-pointers and
8-of-n from the free throw
line. USC Aiken shot 48.3
percent from the floor in the
first half (i4-of-29) but hit
just i-of-8 three-pointers

(12.5 percent). The Pacers
hit all five of their first half
free throw attempts.
. USC Aiken opened the
second half on a 20-11
run, taking a 54*53 lead
at the 11:52 minute mark
on a three-point play by
Alvin Brown. The Pirates
tied things back up at the
8:25 minute mark on a
three-point play by Brett
Goodwell, then Goodwell
assisted on a laytip by
Chris Edwards that put
the Pirates back up, 60-59,
with 7:49 left.
The key play of the
second half came with 5:10
remaining as a dunk by the
Pacers' Alvin Brown cut the
lead to two, 68-66, but a
technical foul was whistled
against Brown for hanging
on the rim. Jesse Wheeler
converted both technical
free throws, then Wheeler
made two more free throws
after being fouled on the
inbounds plav to make the

score 72-66 with
5:06 remaining.
Armstrong went
i2-of-i2atthefoul
line the rest of the
way to hold off the
late Pacer charge.
A trio of players
led the Pirates
scoring 19 points
apiece: Wheeler,
Goodwell
and
Vanlandingham.
Chris Edwards also
added 11 points
for the Pirates,
who finished the
game shooting 52
percent from the
floor (26-of-50)
and 70 percent
Sports Communications
from three-point Arpine Amirkhanyan shoots past the Lady Pacers
(7-of-lo). with 20 points against USC Aiken on Jan. 8.
range
from the . floor. Brown
Armstrong
also
finished the game 87.9 finished the game with 17
percent from the free throw points and three blocked
shots, while Byron Faison
line.
Sterling Council's game- chipped in 14 points, and
high 21 points led USC Chase Holmes added 12
Aiken, shooting 8-of-i2

Lady Pirates edge Saints
Second-half comeback nets Armstrong 70-67 win

Pirates pull away from
Flagler in 95-68 win
Sports Communications

By Katie R. Balcom

The Lady Pirates came
back to take the win from
the Flagler Lady Saints
in the last minutes of the
game on Monday, Jan. 3.
The Lady Pirates returned
from the Christmas break
to improve their record
and end the losing streak.
The
Pirates
improved
their record to 6-4 overall
and 2-0 in the Peach Belt
conference.
The Lady Pirates started
off slow in the first half
falling behind the Lady
Saints. The Pirates made
only 12 of 31 shots in the
Sports Communications
first half trailing behind Freshman Mauri We lls dribbles by the Flagler Saints on Jan. 3.
the Saints who sank 15 of
33 shots pulling ahead of games. Jazmin Walker also Saints 69-67 within the
Armstrong going into half contributed 10 points to the minute of the game. The
board for the Lady Pirates. Lady Pirates made fifty
time 39-31"The best part of the percent of their shots to
The Lady Pirates returned
to the floor with the intent game was when we came solidify their win over the
to take home the win. back in the second half," Saints.
"The best part of the
Arpine Amirkhanyan and Wells said.
Armstrong came back game for me was the last
Mauri Wells led Armstrong,
and both players put up 21 from being down at the half three minutes when we
points for the Lady Pirates. to play a nail-biting last came back with huge plays
Wells also added 13 few minutes. Armstrong's from everyone who was on
rebounds adding a double- Amirkhanyan made crucial the court," Walker said.
Jen Knurek led Flagler
double to her record making shots at the free-throw line
with
a career-high 19
her fifth out of her last six to pull ahead of the Lady

points on 8-of-i2 shooting
from the floor, to go with 11
rebounds. Donelson put up
12 points, while Charlsea
Owen and Arianna Roper
each added it points.
The Lady Pirates fought
hard for the win over
Flagler. The extra practices
over the break paid off for
the team, which left on
a rough patch before the
holiday break.
"We did a lot of situ
ational
drills where we would be
down with four minutes
left, and we would have to
try to battle back and win
before time ended. I think
that helped us not to stop
battling and fighting,"
Walker said about the
holiday practices.
"I know it's going to be a
challenge, but I'm excited
to see how our team reacts
to the competition of the
Peach Belt because we're in
full force now. This is what
we've been waiting for,"
Walker said.

The Armstrong men's
basketball team exploded for
a big second half in claiming a
95-68 Peach Belt Conference
victory over visiting Flagler
on Monday, Jan. 3, at Alumni
Arena.
The Pirates (7-3, 1-1 PBC)
led by just one, 40-39, at the
break after Flagler (7-3, 1-1
PBC) scored the last four
points of the half. But after
intermission, AASU opened up
the half outscoring the Saints
25-8 over the first seven and a
half m inutes to pull away for
the 27-point victory.
"Athalftime, I wasn'tworried
about our offense,"Armstrong
head men's basketball coach
Jeremy Luther said. "We
were achieving offensive
consistency, where I felt they
weren't. I told my team to
step up defensively. When
we give effort on every play,
we're a pretty doggone good
basketball teJm."
The Piratesshot 57.1percent
after intermission, hitting 20of-35 shots from the floor and
also hit 5-of-io three-pointers.
Seven different Pirates hit
at least one three-pointer on
the night, and four players
reached double figures, led
by Chris Vanlandingham.

Vanlandingham hit 8-of-io
shots from the floor en route
to a game-high 19 points,
while DeVon Jon es added 13
points. Jesse Wheeler had
13 points, six rebounds, four
blocked shots and three assists
while junior Mychal Horn had
a season-high 11assists on the
night.
"I challenged our point
guards to come out and show
me something," Luther said.
"Mychal cameoutinthesecond
half and made two great backto-back plays against one of
the best point guards in the
league, D.J. Ferguson."
Kenny Moore led the Saints
with 17 points, while John
Pietkiewicz chipped in 13
points, and Jamal McNeil
added 12 points off the bench.
Ferguson, the nation's leader
in assists at 11.3per game, had
eight points and five assists
with only one in the second
half.
Armstrong finished the
game hitting 36-of-66 shots
from the floorfor 54.5 percent,
while canning eight of 18 threepointers for 44.4 percent and
making i5-of-22 free throws
for 68.2 percent. Flagler hit
26-of-58 shots from the floor
for 44.8 percent, including
shooting just 35.5 percent in
the second half.

Men's basketball undefeated in 2010 fall final classic
Sports Communications

The Armstrong men's
basketball team reached the
century mark to highlight
the first day of action in
the 2010 Hampton Inn &
Suites Fall Finals Classic
on Friday, Dec. 17, at the
Alumni Arena. The Pirates
claimed a 100-66 win over
Hiwassee in the final game
of the day.
Armstrong (4-2) shot
54.9 percent from the floor
in claiming the win over
the Tigers (2-7), reaching
100 points for the first time
since a 125-43 win over
Temple Baptist on Nov. 29,
2008. The Pirates built a 5422 lead at halftime, hitting
22 of-33 shots from the
floor before intermission

Sports Communications
Tray Bryant goes for a lay-up in his
Pirate debut against Fliwassee on
Dec, 17.

while hitting 6 of 11 threes.
"After our tough early
schedule, we had a long
time off, and it's good to
get back out there and

play against somebody Wheeler added 12 points.
Adrian McLaurin led
else besides ourselves,"
Hiwassee
with 23 points.
Armstrong head coach
Zack
Williams
contributed
Jeremy Luther said.
a
double-double
of 14
Tray Bryant, making his
points
and
12
rebounds.
Pirate debut, hit n-of-14
On Saturday, Dec. 18, the
shots from the floor en o
r ute
to a double-double with 22 men's basketball team held
without
points and 10 rebounds, Brewton-Parker
leading a quartet of Pirates a field goal over the final
seven minutes to pick up a
in double figures.
"Tray's going to be a good 71-61 win, closing out action
addition for us," Luther in the 2010 Hampton Inn &
said. "He had a lot to do Suites Fall Finals Classic
both on and off the court in in the Alumni Arena. With
order to play for the team, the win, the Pirates joined
but he did it and it was Valdosta State's men and
good to see him play well Anderson's
women
as
teams that conclude the
tonight."
Grant Domsic hit 5-of- Classic with unbeaten 2-0
8 three-pointers en route marks.
to 17 points off the bench,
The Pirates (5-2) were
while Chris Vanlandingham tied with the Barons (1-8)
returned to the Pirate 60-60 with 6:44 remaining,
lineup with 14 points. Jesse but Armstrong got back-to-

back dunks by Keyshore
Williams
and
DeVon
Jones on passes by Brett
Goodwell. Goodwell then
picked up a layup of his
own to put the game out of
reach.
"We got up to a ninepoint lead twice, and
Brewton-Parker managed
to keep chipping away and
stay with us," Armstrong
head men's basketball
coach Jeremy Luther said.
"They have played really
well against some good
competition recently, but
we were finally able to hold
them off late."
Goodwell hit 9-of-i4
shots from the floor and
8-of-ti shots from the freethrow line en route to a
game-high 26 points, to go
with 10 rebounds. Williams

added 12 points and four
blocked shots while Jones
added 11 points off the
bench. DeMario Black led
Brewton-Parker with 21
points on 7-of-9 shooting
from three-point range,
including a perfect 5-of-5 in
the-first half, while Gerald
Kohn added 14 points.
"Tonight was the first
real test for us in about two
and a half weeks, and our
timing was a little off, but I
told our guys that when we
ran our stuff and executed,
we got what we wanted,"
Luther said. "I was a little
disappointed that we had
way too many turnovers,
but it's a work in progress,
so hopefully coming off
the break we can get into a
good rhythm."
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Lady Pirates
j
face double trouble at fall classic
By Katie Balcom
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host for the 2010 H
m
ton Inn & Suites
?"
U,lw F-m
rau i?
Fmals
_ Dec.
T*e es,7bal1
OMSK on
.l8 at
,h
Alumni Arena. The Lady Pi
rates faced the Lady Troj
ans
ot Mount Olive Colleg,
e
on
hriHav
rv~„
o
Friday, Dec
1?
and
t00k
on
the Lady
I adv Trojans
T
' of Anderthe

.^rerSlty °

Denc

n SatUrday>

The Lady Pirates started
off the tournament against
the Mount Olive Lady Tro
jans. Armstrong held the
lead over the Lady Trojans
m the first half 38-33. Arm
strong made 43.3 percent of
their shots in the first half
but fell to only sink 31 per
cent of their baskets in the
second half, when the Lady
Tiojans dropped an impres
sive 53 points. The Lady
Pirates were 4-10 from the
outside during the first half
and only 3-10 in the second.
Brooke Long finished the
Friday game with 24 points
and played one of her stron-

§est games of the season.
Long was pleased with her
P er f°rmance during the first
®ame kut was disappointed
her shot durin8 the second game.
"The best part of tourna
ment was having the tourna
ment at your arena. The fans
were great. Having a homecourt advantage is always a
good thing," Long said. "It's
just hard that we couldn't
get two wins. We were close,
but sometimes that's just the
way it goes."
Jazmin Walker, a sopho
more guard added 16 points
to the Lady Pirates scores
during the first round of
play against the Mount Olive
Lady Trojans. Senior Arpine
Amirkhanyan and freshman
Mauri Well each put up 13
points.
The Lady Pirates managed
to rack up 66 points dur
ing the game but fell short
in their first match against
Mount Olive in the Holi
day Inn and Suite Fall Final
Classic. The loss ended Arm
strong's three game home

winning streaks losing 6686. Armstrong ended the
day with a record of 5-3.
Mount Olive (4-3) hit 15of-31 shots from three-point
range, including 8-of-i3 af
ter intermission, to claim
an 86-66 win over the Arm
strong women's basketball
team.
Armstrong's Lady Pirates
played their second game of
the tournament against the
Lady Trojans of Anderson on
Saturday, Dec. 18. The Arm
strong woman's team played
a tighter game against An
derson and only had a three
point deficit at the half.
Armstrong hit 38.7 per
cent of their shots in the first
half and 29.3 percent during
the second half. Although
the Lady Pirates played a
tighter game, it was not
enough to pull away with the
win before the break. The
Lady Trojans of Anderson
made the last minutes of the
game count by taking away
the win 70-61.
Ashley Abed recorded a
double-double with 17 points

and 10 rebounds for the Tro
jans (6-2), while Tilde Ahlin
added 11 points and three
blocks with both Amanda
Parris and Alexa Neal chip
ping in 10 points.
Jazmin Walker's 20 points
and five
assists led the
Lady Pirates, while Arpine
Amirkhanyan added 13
points and a career-high 17
rebounds.
Danielle Zuercher came
off the bench to record a
career-high 12 points. Wells
added 10 point to the Lady
Pirates scoreboard during
their second game in the
tournament.
"The best part is we gave
a good effort. We have to
continue to work hard to be
come a better team," Wells
said.
"I felt like our effort as
a team was there, and we
played hard and with a lot of
effort," Amirkhanyan said.
"The outcome of both games
didn't really show that. We
fell short both games but this
was a great test for us. About
90 percent of the teams in
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Pirates' Plunde
Armstrong Sports Trivia, previews and more

Compiled by Brittany Hodges

Armstrong Sports Trivia
1. Which Lady Pirate basketball player was named
NJCAA Academic AllrAmerican in 2008-09?
2. How many points did Jazmin Walker average for
the Lady Pirates basketball team in 2009-10?
3. How many newcomers joined the Lady Pirates bas
ketball team this year?
4. What is the all time record for the Armstrong wom
en's basketball team?
5. Where did Matt Schmidt coach before coming to
Armstrong?
Check your answers at the bottom of the page.

the Peach Belt conference
compared to the teams we
played this weekend, and
now as a team we know what
to expect."
"I hope my teammates
have a great week, but I also
hope we come back ready
to work hard and take on a
good solid team: Flagler,"
Amirkhanyan said.

The Armstrong men's
basketball team placed four
players in double figures en
route to an 82-61 win over
St. Augustine's, wrapping
up the first day of action
in the 2010 Hampton Inn
& Suites Holiday Classic at
Alumni Arena on Thursday,
Dec. 30.
Georgia College picked up
an 89-80 win over Barton
College in the day's first
game.
The Pirates (6-2) scored
the first 15 points of the
game against the Falcons
(1-6), building a ?4-point
halftime lead, 44-20. The
Pirates stretched that lead
out to 30 midway through
the second half before
settling in on the 21-point
victory.
Senior Jesse Wheeler
was perfect from the floor
en route to a game-high 14
points in just 18 minutes
of action, hitting all five
field goal attempts and
all four free throws, while
also leading the Pirates in
rebounds with six. Junior
Chris
Vanlandingham
also collected 14 points,
while
junior
Keyshore
Williams added 11 points
off the bench. DeVon
Jones chipped in 10 points.
Matthew McMillan's led St.
Augustine with 10 points
off the bench.
The Pirates endured an
off night from three-point
range, hitting just 4-of23 three-pointers for 17.4

Men's Basketball:
Jan. 15

at Georgia College

Men's basketball breaks even in Holiday Classic
Sports Communications

On the horizon

Jan. 17

percent but capitalized at deficit, collecting a 105- the game went
the free-throw line, making 101 overtime victory over into overtime.
26-of-35 from the charity host Armstrong to wrap up
The
Pirates
stripe.
action in the 2010 Hampton took a three"Coming into the game, Inn & Suites Holiday classic point lead in
we expected some of that on Friday, Dec. 31, at the the
overtime
to come up because of the Alumni Arena. Georgia period on two
break," Armstrong head College finished the Classic free throws from
men's basketball coach with a 2-0 mark after Vanlandingham
Jeremy Luther said about picking up an 81-49 win and a free throw
the off night from long over St. Augustine's.
from
DeVon
range. "We just didn't seem
Both the Pirates (6-3) Jones, Mammel
to have the legs for those and the Bulldogs (7-4) put canned a threelong shots, but we managed on an offensive display in pointer with 48
to keep ourselves ahead the first half as Armstrong seconds left to
with a good lead by making shot 75 percent from the tie the game at
free throws consistently."
floor (24-of-32), including 101-all. Gerald
In the first game, the 9-of-i2
three-pointers, Boston then gave
Bobcats (6-2) got a career- while Barton hit 18-of- the Bulldogs the
,
Sports Communications
high 28 points from senior 29 from the floor for 62.1 .ea j ror
®°° Jesse Wheeler finishes strong with the lay-up at the
Reece Wiedeman en route percent. The Pirates built with a three- Hampton Inn & Suites Holiday Classic,
to the nine-point victory a 69-49 halftime lead and pointer with five
over the Bulldogs (6-4), stretched that lead to 24, seconds left, and Dowdy points off the bench.
extending its current win 79-55, on a jumper by Chris added a free throw at the
In the day's first game,
streak to four'. Wiedeman Vanlandingham with 14:47 end for the final margin.
Georgia College completed
hit i2-of-20 shots from remaining in the second
"We just didn't complete a perfect 2-0 mark in the
the floor and led a quintet half.
plays when we needed it," Classic with a 32-point
of Georgia College players
The Bulldogs started Armstrong head men's win over St. Augustine's.
in double figures as Jared their charge by going on basketball coach Jeremy The Bobcats (7-2) shot 50
Holmes added 17 points.
a 25-10 run over the next Luther said. "We didn't run percent from the floor in
Ryan Aquino notched 10 minutes, eventually our plays and didn't stop the first half en route to
a double-double with 16 tying the game on a Greg them from getting basket building a 37-19 lead at
points and 15 rebounds. Mammel free throw with after basket. It's a real intermission, then held
Ryan Legates had 11 points 19 seconds remaining. The tough loss, but we've got to the Falcons (1-7) to just
to go with eight assists, and Pirates' Chris Edwards took learn from this and move 33 percent shooting from
Nate Hamilton added 11 the out-of-bounds pass and on."
the floor during the entire
points off the bench.
drove all the way down the
The Pirates placed five game to notch the win.
Gerald Boston led Barton floor, converting a layup players in double figures on
Reece Wiedeman led
with 25 points on 9-of-i4 with 12 seconds left.
the night. Vanlandingham, twelve different scoring
shooting from the floor,
On the other end, L.J. Jesse Wheeler and Brett players for the Bobcats with
including
3-of-5
from Dunn grabbed an offensive Goodwell led with 17 points 13 points. Nate Hamliton
three-point range, to go rebound off of a missed apiece.
Grant
Domsic and Mike Augustine each
with five steals and four shot by R.D. Dowdy, drew added 14 points off the chipped in 11 points for
assists. L.J. Dunn and a foul and sank both free bench, and Chris Edwards Georgia College. Matthew
Jaren Haley chipped in 12 throws with 5.5 seconds left chipped in 10 points. Dunn McMillan led the Falcons
points apiece, while Jarrett to tie the game at 96-96. A led Barton with 29 points on the day with nine points
Jernigan added 11 points.
three-point attempt to win and 14 rebounds, while and five rebounds.
Barton College overcame at the buzzer by the Pirates' Boston added 23 points,
a 24-point second-half Mychal Horn fell short, and and Mammel chipped in 14
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at Montevallo
Jan. 19

vs. Lander

Women's Basketball:
Jan.15

at Georgia College
Jan. 17
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at Montevallo
Jan.19

Do vou love sports?
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vs. Lander

Then cover them for

Baseball softball, basketball, soccer and — oh yeah — a few national
championships under the belt are all proof sports are alive andwell
at A rmc tmnn. Get clo se to the players and the action.

theinkwellonline.com

E-mail Qnnrts .inkwell@gmail.com to find out how.

Weekly Sports Retap
By Brittany Hodges
sports.inkwell@gmail.com

Women's Basketball:

Men's Basketball:

Dec.14 vs. Columbia W 95-59

Dec. 17 vs. HiwasseeW 100-66
Dec. 18 vs. Brewton Parker W
71-61
Dec. 30 vs. St. Augustine's W 82-

Soccer:

Dec. 17 vs. Mount Olive L 86-66

Eric Faulconer named NSCAA
Southeast Region Coach of

Dec. 18 vs. Anderson L 70-61

the Year
KelliBahr earns All-America
Soccer Honors
Soccer team earns 2010
NSCAA Ethics Award

Jan. 3 vs. Flagler W 70-67
Jan. 8 vs. USC Aiken L 91-61

AASU Sports Trivia Answers
1. Arpine Amirkhanyan was named NJCAA Academic
All-American in 2008-09.
2: Jazmin Walker averaged 8.2 points per game in
2009-10.

61

3. Five newcomers joined the Lady Pirates for the

Dec. 31 vs. Barton L105-1010T
Jan. 3 vs. FlaglerW 95-68
Jan. 8 vs. USC Aiken W 88-84

2010-11 season.
4. The Lady Pirates all-time record is 411-404 in 32
years.
5. Matt Schmidt coached at Northern Kentucky prior
to coming to Armstrong.
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Rooster Cogburn returns for 'True Grit' remake
Jeff Bridges' outstanding performance modernizes Western genre
By Eric Roberts

The modern Western
verges on falling by the
cinematic wayside. When a
restless audience demands
extravagance, larger-thanlife characters and flaw
less production, it's easy
to forget the classic stories
of heroism and sacrifice of
older gunslinger tales.
Risking complete failure,
directors Joel and Ethan
Coen took the reins to pro
duce a remake of the clas
sic John Wayne film "True
Grit," an adaptation of the
novel of the same name.
The story begins with a
narration by young Mattie Ross (Hailee Steinfeld)
explaining the coldblooded
murder of her father in a
quarrel with local deviant
Tom Chaney (Josh Brolin).
After the murder and
Chaney's escape, Mattie
travels to the town of the in
cident to collect her father's
body and begin a search for
Tom to exact vengeance for
his wrongs.
After stumbling across

Lorcy Sebastian/Paramount Pictures/MCT
Jeff Bridges plays Rooster Cogburn, and Hailee Steinfeld plays Mattie Ross in Paramount Pictures "True Grit."

the town's patron gun
slinger/drunkard, Rooster
Cogburn (Jeff Bridges),
Mattie employs Cogburn
to hunt down Tom and the
his gang, led by Lucky Ned
Pepper (Barry Pepper). He
has only only a cold trail

and a cocky Texas ranger
(Matt Damon) to aid them.
In the first half-hour, it's
obvious this movie is just
begging for Oscar nomina
tions and not without rea
son. The entire cast feels
custom-fit, and while the

accents can seem a bit far
cical at times, every part is
played seriously and pro
fessionally. This excludes,
of course, the one outlaw
who communicates only in
animal noises.
Beyond the acting, which

would predictably be out
standing considering the
cast, the presentation is
phenomenal.
All of the set design
shows a world that feels
lived-in and worn down,
complimenting the gritty,
dry tone of the film. Be
yond the scope of towns
and villages, the film shows
vast ranges of mountains,
forests and plains, all im
maculately shot in various
forms of weather, most no
tably in snow.
It's an absolutely gor
geous film that gives a real
feel of the old west, aided
by the low-key piano-tool
ing of old church hymns.
Although the scenery is
incredibly majestic and
grand in scale, and the
characters are all wellhoned individuals, the
Coen brothers have figured
out a way to keep the story
basic and straightforward,
creating what I can safely,
yet quizzically, refer to as a
true minimalist epic.
The only downside to the
film is that the story, while
admittedly deep through
the very end, feels some

what incomplete. Though
the film allegedly stays true
to the original intent of t he
book, the film takes far too
long to simmer down after
the final climactic battle
before simply tossing off
the ending plot-points in
a years-later narration.
That's not to say it's by any
means a serious downfall
or deal-breaker.
"True Grit" still remains
an exemplary film for the
transition into a new sea
son, and it could be consid
ered one of the best modern
Westerns S.

out of 5 stars
A Paramount Pictures
production
Written/Directed by the
Joel and Ethan Coen
Starring Jeff Bridges,
Matt Damon and Hailee
Steinfeld
Rated PG-13 for some in
tense sequences of w estern
violence including disturb
ing images.
3.5

Cage plays pacifist-warrior in 'Season of the Witch'
ways, wrapping their swords
and shunning their order in
protest.
Nobody should take "Sea
After abandoning the cru
son of the Witch" seriously. sades, they travel around
The cheesy trailer and listed Europe. Eventually they are
actors are enough to dis marked as deserters and
suade people from attend captured under penalty of
ing movies that fall into this death unless they act on the
category.
will of the church one last
Even though Nicholas time. According to a decay
Cage played an incredible ing cardinal played by Chris
role in "Adaptation," his ap topher Lee, the two knights
pearance in a serious role must escort a convicted
casts doubt on whether he witch to an abbey in a neigh
can duplicate the magic. boring country. There she
Surprisingly though, "Sea will be tried and executed,
son of th e Witch" somewhat cleansing the lands of the
fatal, disfiguring plague that
defied expectations.
has spawned in her wake.
But only somewhat.
Cage and Ron Perlman The two agree, gather a par
headline the project as pal ty and start their quest. The
adin brothers-in-arms Sir plot follows accordingly.
If the story sounds subBehmen and Sir Felson, the
Catholic church's most fa par, that's because it is. To
mous crusaders in the 14th be honest, it wouldn't be
unfair to say the whole plot
century Crusades.
After years of cleaning out sounds like something out
the heathens from various of a game of Dungeons and
countries in their military Dragons.
campaign, the duo realizes
Fortunately, without hav
the error of their violent ing to quibble about a plot so
By Eric Roberts

simple, the movie had time ing mountains and dense
to delve into the characters forests were nicked stylisti
which were, once you think cally from "The Lord of the
about it, in a realistically aw Rings," and the entire spiri
ful situation.
tual element, along with
There were warnings that Cage's pacifist-warrior char
the witch, though physically acter, seemed to be a direct
beautiful and unassuming, inspiration from the film
would cause dissent and "Solomon Kane."
strife within the ranks of the
It's not something to
escort party. As could be ex rush out and see, but if the
pected, she did so with rath day comes where you're in
er tense proficiency.
the mood for some mind
While campy at the out less, hack-and-slash fantasy
set, it became interesting to escapism, "Season of the
see the witch play with the Witch," might just be the
minds of the party members movie for you.
and set them against each
other, picking them off one
by one, leaving the remain ••
ing men to find a way to con
2 out of 5 stars
tinue without the last vic
An Atlas Entertainment
tim's necessary skills.
production
In fact, at its core, this
Directed by Dominic
movie isn't all bad. While a
Sena
cliche and a half, it also rips
Starring Nicolas Cage,
off all t he right movies at all
the right times. The combat Ron Perlman & Claire Foy
from the crusades is lifted
Rated PG-13 for thematic
wholesale from Zack Sny
elements, violence and dis
der's "300," the gorgeous
scenic paths around crook turbing content.

MCT
Caricature of actor Nicholas Cage in "Leaving Las Vegas," by Tim Goheen.

Restored 'Metropolis' revisits classic experience
By Eric Roberts

Over 20 years before George
Orwell's "1984," 26 years before
Ray Bradbury's "Fahrenheit
451" and 75 years before Kurt
Wimmer's "Equilibrium," there
was Fritz Lang's "Metropolis."
On Saturday, Jan. 8 at 7p.m.,
enthusiasts had the chance to
view this classic film in a t the
Trustees Theater on Broughton
Street.
In 1927, director Fritz Lang
released his grand opus, "Me
tropolis," to theaters across
Germany. In onefell swoop, the
film became not only the most
expensive silent film in history
but also the keystone for almost
all dystopian science fiction that
would follow.
Shortly after the initial re
lease, the controversial con
tent and extensive run-time
led to the removal of roughly
a fourth of the film's original
cut. The chopped-up storyline
remained incomplete despite
mitltiple restorations until a
definitive edition was collected

with a half-hour of extra footage
found in Buenos Aires in 2008.
This same edition played in the
Trustees Theater on Jan. 8.
The story revolves aroirnd the
grandfuture-citycalledMetropolis where a sociological and lit
eral barrier divides the rich and
the poor. While the affluent
aristocrats live above ground
in a sprawling cityscape, the
working class people are forced
underground in a subterranean
slum to live operating the vast
arrays of machines that power
the gigantic city above.
The film follows young Freder Fredersen (Gustav Frohlich),
the son of the rabid capitalist,
Joh Fredersen (Alfred Abel),
who runs Metropolis. After fall
ing for a mysterious woman
in the working class (Brigitte
Helm), Freder delves into the
lower-levels and witnesses
atrocities and inequality he'd
never seen before. Abandoning
his life of luxury, Freder moves
into the workforce in disguise,
discovering the beginnings of a
revolution that if left unchecked
would tear Metropolis apart.
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Left: Brigitte Helm as the Robbt in Fritz Lang's "Metropolis." Right: Brigitte Helm wields swords as Maria in Fritz Lang's "Metropolis."

When looking at this film,
especially considering the time
it was made in, the productionvalue is nothing to sneeze at.
The models used for the city are
exquisitely crafted and compli
mented by visual effects that
seem state of the art for the
period. The actual set s are in
credible and vast, making even
a minuscule office feel titanic in
scale. Paired with the theatrical
poses of the actors and expert
employment of cinematogra
phy, each frame looks as if it

I

could be appropriately used as
a model for an elaborate paint
ing.
The plot is deeply layered and
substantial, involving a master
ful use of tone and interweaving
character-relations t o create a
world that feels immersive and
real. As much as it pains me to
say though, the stoiytelling isn't
quite top-of-the-line.
Granted, certain adjustments
must be made in criticism con
sidering the time of production,
but even so, the film's story at

times seems meandering, in
complete and even illogical
- even when considering all
of the a dded footage. Some of
the added footage actually de
tracted from the immersion of
the stoiy.
The Buenos Aires footage
and the original footage are
displayed in two separate video
qualities, which is acceptable if
employed minimally for critical
parts in thestoiy. Unfortunate
ly, this print threw in lowerquality restoration footage ev-

ery time it had theopportunity,
which feels incredibly amateur
and jarring, considering this
• stoiy has taken over 90 years to

restore and perfect.
"Metropolis" is a classic for
lovers of film and science fic
tion, and its restoration is an
incredible treat. I just fear that
much of th e hype will be built
up not because of the story
telling experience, but rather
because this project is simply
a notable piece of cinematic ar
chaeology.
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Surviving winter break
The Inkwell asked readers to send in pictures of their holiday fun

Hannah Nowill took advantage of winter weather, seizing an opportunity to make an authentic snow cone.

When a rare snowstorm passed through Washington County, Kaybrionan Roberson decided she might as well enjoy it
while it lasted.
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Nicole Anderson, center, spent Christmas Eve dancing on a mountain near Jamaica s Montego Bay

s'"'"

Cassie Connolly took a holiday trip to Australia, where she encountered kangaroos.

Keith Dawson, Rhapsody Drehs, Judith Pyles and Michael Schwartz braved the

Junior Scott Harman

Polar Bear Plunge on New Year's Day.
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was not trying to take away
something that some people
feel they need.
In an ideal world, Samples
said, he hopes to have "a con
sensus of staff, faculty and stu
dents byMarch," and iffunding
is available by April, they could
move forward with construct
ing huts or hoods for desig
nated smoking areas"so by the
summer or fall, huts would be
put in place."
But like Crosby, Samples also
realizes th at his "dream" and
reality are two different things.
"Realistically, it will take at
least until August," he said.
From resolutions to actions

For the SGA, the next step is
to work alongside the Faculty
Senate, representing the stu
dent body.
After professor Sara Plaspohl
presented a report on tobaccofree campus initiatives t o the
Faculty Senate last November,
the group approved a resolu
tion to form a committee that
would "explore the adoption of
a smoke-free c ampus on Uni
versity grounds."
Samples said he planned to
have Garrett Austin, chair of
the SGA's Environmental Pro
tection Committee, also par
ticipate in the Faculty Senate's

committee.
While one group's goal is to
see the campus too percent
smoke-free, Sample's goal is to
move the smokers at least "ten
to 20 feet away from the en
trances and exits of th e build
ings."
With resolutions passed, the
real work begins.
University President Linda
Bleicken said it is crucial for
the administration to consider
all data input before making a
decision.
"At th is point, no smoking
ban has been implemented,"
Bleicken said. "We're still a
process away from that hap
pening."
However, in the mean time
she pointed out that the ap
pointed committee would
gather the necessary data and
input from students, faculty
and staff.
"It is important to try and
hear input from the manyvoic
es on campus," Bleicken said.
"We try hard not to just make
decrees without getting the
students' input."
Feelings mixed

Lucas Aguilar, a sophomore
art major and a nonsmoker,
said he would not care one way
or another if there was a lim
ited smoking ban on campus.
Yet, he also acknowledged one
potential perk.

"If I don't have to smell
smoke [when leaving a build
ing], that would be nice," Agui
lar said.
However, he pointed out that
if he had to choose between a
completely smoke-free campus
and having designa ted smok
ing huts, he would choose the
latter.
"My roommate smokes, soit
would really suck for my room
mate if they banned smok
ing completely," he said. "My
roommate would definitely not
be happy."
Ashley Porter, an other nonsmoker and art major, agreed.
"I don't really see people
smoking on campus that
much," Porter said. "As long as
it wasn't really bad, Iwould just
tolerate it."
Sophomore Daniel Willis,
a political science major, is a
smoker and believes the uni
versity should leave things
as they are. Depending upon
how many stations the school
would designate as "smoking
areas" and their proximity to
the common areas, he wopld
potentially have a problem.
"It would probably bother
me," Willis said. "College is
stressful and smoking helps re
lieve my stress."
Although he said it isimpor
tant for smokers to be respect
ful of nonsmokers and reason
able to have smokers stand at

least 10 feet from an entrance,
he belieyes smokers haverights
as well.
"We are all adults on this
campus, and we have the right
to make our own choices," Wil
lis said. "As long as I'm not
blowing smoke in someone's
face, it does not seem like it
should be an issue to me."
Furthermore, Willis believed
that if the school wanted smok
ers to not smoke near door
ways, they should move the
ashtrays that are located near
most of them.
"The placement of ashtrays
around campus gives people
the idea that it isokay to smoke
there," he said. "Why have
them there if they don't want
people to smoke there?"
Freshman Amy Gornto
agrees. Gornto, a nursing ma
jor, said she does not mind go
ing to her car to smoke. How
ever, she also notes that the
ashtrays can beconfusing.
• "I realize the ashtrays could
be there togive students some
where to put their cigarette
butt out, however, it is confus
ing," she said.
Despite the no-smoking
signs on the doors, Gornto
points out that the ashtrays
"make it seem like it is an okay
place to smoke."
Overall, if she were given the
choice between a completely
smoke-free university and hav

ing designated smoking areas
on campus, she would prefer
the status quo.
Balancing rights

Willis saidmanyofhis friends
are smokers. Andfor him -af
ter smoking for two years quitting would be hard.
"I honestly believe that it is
harder to quit smoking than it
is to quit heroin," Willis said.
"Though, I have never smoked
heroin."
University Counseling Ser
vices' John Mitchell said he has
come to believe that quitting
nicotine is harder than even
quitting crack. Although he
did not believe it years ago, in
his experience he's come tosee
that there maybe some truth to
that.
Crosby also acknowledges
the difficulty smokers could
face.
"Quitting any kind of addic
tion is not easy," he said. "Re
gardless, it is about the greater
good ... there is probably a
80-20 ratio of non-smokers to
smokers on campus."
As for smokers' rights versus
nonsmokers' rights, Crosby be
lieves the greater good means
moving toward a smoke-free
campus.
"My ability to experience my
preference is being infringed
upon. Somebody's rights are
going to be infringed upon.

It's just a matter of whose,"
Crosby said. "We cannot make
everybody happy. If anybody's
preferences are goingto becur
tailed, it's morefair toside with
non-smokers because of health
issues and the numbers."
Regardless of who has more
rights, ultimately, both the SGA
and the Faculty Senate have
a long way to go before Presi
dent Bleicken will approve any
change on campus.
The Senate's committee will
have to do its own research.
Those who wish to voice their
opinions will have th e time to
do so.
However, there are obstacles
both groups will have t o face.
What do thepeople want? Who
will enforce the smoking ban?
Are there funds to pay for the
installation of smoking huts or
gazebos?
"There will definitely be a
cost," Crosby said. "If we don't
enforce it, it won't be worth do
ing it."
"The police are not going to
want to doit," he said.

